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Agenda

1. Overview of ADA 

provisions relevant 

to performing arts 

venues

2. Denverôs Ellie 

Caulkins Opera 

House as a case 

study.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Ellie-foyer.JPG


Where does the ADA apply?

üTheaters

üHotels

üMuseums

üSports arenas

üRecreational 

facilities

üOffices of doctors, 

lawyers, insurance 

agents



Who does the ADA protect?

üPeople who currently have a disability

üPeople with a history of disability

üPeople who are perceived to have a 

disability, whether they actually have one 

or not.



What is a òdisability?ó

üA mental or physical impairment that 

limits a ñmajor life activity.ò
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What is a òmajor life activity?ó

üCaring for yourself

ü Learning

üWorking

üWalking

üSeeing

üHearing

üSpeaking 

üBreathing

üMaintaining social 

relationships.
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What does the ADA require?

üñReasonable accommodationò which 

does not impose an é 

üñUndue hardship.ò
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What makes an òundue hardship?ó

üCost of the proposed accommodation

üSize and financial resources of the venue

üEffect the accommodation would have on 

the venue.
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How does the ADA work at 

performing arts venues?
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